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.of your Defre, -T hat this 
;. Sermonſhould be prbliſhid, 


cn the Sole of being. Publica: at the 
veſt of the Lawyers (45 is prefext 
in Px Tatle Page)-4; bogk'd upon it as 4 


Dales ivnaded to, expreſs wat fo much 


your 


Ar 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
your Approbation of the Preacher, as your 
Zeal for the Subjelt, and the ſtipulation 
of your Aſſiſtance to promote the Fear of 
God,.and 4:declaratim of yur ſelpes to 
be Profeſſors of the Religious, as well as 
you are of the Civil Wiſdom : T his being 
4 Deſign ſuitable to the Flonour of your 
Profeffion, and -to* your Inown- Perſonal = 
Abilities ; which as they give you grea- 
ter Power to ſerve the Intereſts of Religi- 
in, ſo they iy « greater Obligatior gn 
you to do it. Wherefore in combination 
with your Pliety, as well as obſequiouſneſs 
to your Defire, 1 publiſh my Thoughts 
= this Subject; not as mine, but (as 
they are by E.$pouſal ) Tours:;'.to the end 
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DE ned 


that Tour Reputation may give them 
Credit, and. mate way for their Recepti- 
on, and conferr on them the Felicity of 
doing Good in the World.” If they fhall 
do any Good (whith is a- OT 
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but caſual Event) I muit impute it to 
your aſſerting them ; for Authority may 
reach Mens Afettions, when bare Argu- 
ments cannot : And therefore I humbly 
recommend them to that part of your Pa- 
tronage, and your ſelves tothe Bleſſmg of 
God for a Requital : Who am, with all 
 Rehpeth, 


SIRS, 


Your very Humble Servant, 


E. YOUNG. 
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And unto man he ſaid,  Bebold, the fear 
of the Lord, that is wiſdangi .aud.: to. 
- - depart Fees evil 3 underſtanding. 


= E fear of the Lord, that is wiſcom; 


152 Sentencewemeet with: in.feve- 
ral places of Scripture, and'delive- 
red by ſeveral of the holy Writers; ſo that 
it ſeems to have;heen in- proverbial uſe-a-t 
- monegſt the; Ancients ;: 4 _ a probable 
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— _ that they derived this Proverb 
t en from GOD himſelf, and that 


Tl K = ef ones whom | 
kh When Hdhnm hfd;ca- 
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For which he was in- 
duc'd to nia Fr KoBes' oP being made 
= or At, it was then (as ſomehave > ow oY) 

od thus athnoniſh'd *him; The fe 
the Lord, that is wiſdom ; this Yn ek] 
properly ſerving to et bef6re him the groſl- 
nels, of has Miſtake, when, he thought: that 
anything which made him jim, could poſſibly 


If this —_ ſpoken to, our Firſt Parent, 
we cannot doubt, but that the Truth of it 
entred intq his, Soul with a full conviction : 
Thi ame anGterror\lich hefelt” within 


himſelf; forbavingdeparted from thetear of = 


God in one. inſtance; throughly 'convinc'd 
him, That there _ nz ſo _ as to 
fear bim always. WO | F"\ 
-- And: there are'certain Seaſons; whe ein 
every 'Son of ' Adam, even the moſt looſe and 
careleſs, 'does. readily deliver himſelf up Xo 
theſame Convidtion:: Bcatce anyone m the 
hes lying under the fenſe of Guilt, 
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ar _— fear -of |Punt/hmant,, -orithe deſtiturien : 


of Worldly Comfarts; or the: apprehenfiqn., of 
Approaching Death,but will ſoon acknowleds, 
T hat the fear of God is'the-true Wiſdom, and 
that all: other Attaicments-arebut.;Folly; in 
compariſon of:it;io What therefore all men 
at.ſome: time»or-other.confeſs for-a Truth, 
and moſt men with a Regret;that they have 
no more confider'd. 1 at;;L hat: Mt i5the prudent 
mam's part to conſider at all times, and to ſet 
it :before him- for'a; governing E.rinciple of 
his Life. 
+: We Cie ils. the; way! Timah 
FranbfGhd ,cit-16ja-happ 
advantage! towards [the iNuty,; —_— (os 
has planted in\us a common Ambitionto be 
wiſe: bo be a 1sthe dog long. for 


2baveall-ot eve «09 the eontiary) to-be 
acootinted: [5-1 TOs the maſt: hated of all;Re- 
proaches And this'is an;'Appetite as\uni- 


verfabias; ke ,O@ that the; difte+; 
rende;hetwitt2Wi men,and.F Fpols Iygs:.9et. 
ſomuch inthe difference of their AﬀeSions 
towards:W3idam, but: only-4nthe Gontro- 
verkie: about ako Wirſdom ts, and wherein it; 
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comes/in to determine. and I ſhall deliver 
the full ſence of it in theſe two Propofitions. 


F. "That the fear of the Lord is wiſdom ; and, 
IH. 'That -it is the Only Wiſdom ; for fo 
much the emphaſis of the Relative im- 
ports, ---T he fear of the Lord that is wiſ- 
dom : As much as to ſay, There is no 
-'. Wiſdom without it. | 


I. T begin with the firſt,---7 he fear of the 
Lord is wiſdom. | | 
To fear God (if we will ſtate the nature 
of it) confiſts in the having ſuch a due ſenſe 
of the Majeſty, and Holineſs, and Juſtice, 
and- Goodneſs of God, as ſhall make us 
throughly fearful to offend him ; for each of 
theſe Attributes of God are proper to raiſe 
a ſuitable Fear in every confidering Mind : 
His Majeſty, a Fear leſt we affront it by be- 
ing: irreverent ; his Holineſs, a Fear-left we 
offend it by being carnal ; his Juſtice,a Fear 
leſt we provoke it 'by' being prefumptuous ; 
and his Goodneſs, a Fear leſt we loſe it by 
being unthankful. But through all, the cea- 
fing to offend God ts neceffary, for otherwiſe 


We 
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we cannot be ſaid to fear Him : And there- 
fore in» the Holy Scripture we have the Fear 
of God defined by departing from evil ; as if 
its very Efſence confillwd:in this neceffary 
Effet. So Solomon tells;n1s, The fear of God 


. ts todepart fromevil: And the ſame definition 


is imply'd in the Text, where the fear of the 
Lord, and to depart from. evil, are uſed only 
as two different expreſſions to ſignifie. the 
ſame thing. = 

And from this Obſervationit follows, that. 
Wicked Men can never be ſaid to fear God, 
tho" they-do certainly fear his Puniſhment ; 
but where the Puniſhment. only is feared, 
there the Perſon is properly bated. I con- 
feſs, that to hate God carries a Horror in the 
very found of it, and implies a Guilt of ſuch 
a dye, as few Sinners will own to have been 
m their Intention... - But when we confider 
that a Man cannot continue in deliberate Sin, 
but that in the mean time his Heart muſt 
needs give him to with, that there were no 
God to puniſh him ; and that ſuch a With is 
Formal Hatred : all we can conclude upon 
it is this, That our Sins are ſeldom ſtinted by 


our own Intention, but when we give Guilt 


leave 
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hain to go 7 Is it avi FO — without. 
our leave ; and fo thoſe i}t habits'will inſen+; 
fibly lead us on to pure Enmity, with God, . 
in which, at firſt; we intended no more than 
the bare pleaſing of our Paſſions..- But-the; 
Fear'of God is a ſure Guard againſt all-theſe- 
Miſchiefs ; for,” when once- this: Fear... has; 
made us take care-not to offend God, 'oun 
Souls will naturally tend to love him, from. 
the proſpect of thoſe gracious Promiſes; 
wherem ſuch as fear him are ſecure -of a 
growing Intereſt. 

Now, the Wiſdom of fearing God = 
be manifeſted, 1ft, by conſidering the Rea- 
gs and. , 2dly, the Advantages of it.. 

, Tſhall confider the Reaſonableneſgof 
the uty. God Almighty gave us the paſſj- 
on of Fear on purpoſe to-make us,wife ; and 
its ſubſerviency' to Wiſdom is viſable; inch 
whole courſe of Human Afairs : 'For,. ſet 
aſide Fear,and there is no Providence in ma- 
nagement, no Weight in Counſel, ;no Pru- 


dence in Ele&ion, no Diſcretzon-in Acting; 5 


all runs to Raſhneſsand Folly, and ends in 

expoſing us toall manner of vils, As there- 

fore 1 ina Town alarm'd by an Enemy, a 
Sen- | 
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- Sentinel is ſet to watch their Approaches, 
"Int to.prevent the danger of a ſurprize; ſo, 

"in tepard c of thoſe many Evils and, Dangers 

to Which we are obnoxious in this Life, God 

has, fer Fear in: our Soul for a. Sentinel, 'to- 
Watch When and which way they come,and 
to give us Caution that we may avoid them. 
-Biit the ſame Gog that has given us, Fear for 
"A Caution againſt Evils in 1 general, has.in the 
*mean time, given us notice, That Hi 1 Diſ- 
pleaſures the greateſt of all Evils >and there- 
foreas We account it a point of Wiſdom, to. be 
watchful ag ainſt other Evils, ſo it is neceſſa- 
ily the: chiefeſt int of Wiſdom to be 
watchful a againft this. 

*'The Far Gad'h 1s of fo greaf importance 
to US; that God ſeems to have intended a gra- 
CIOUS. intimation of it=in every motion'of 'our 
Natural Feaxs. Our Natural Fears (we know) 
are either tudden Or deliberate; FH the ſudden 
are-ſuch.as.come.upon us ſurprizingly, arid 
without deliberation, and of theſe we may 
obſerve, that they are very often .immode- 
rate, boundleſs, and ungovernahle z "and-as 
they Prevent | our deliberation flo their” co- 
ming, ſo they often baffle it being cone; and: 


are 


ts 
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are not to be controul'd by any power of 
Reaſoning. How wonderfully will a man 


ſometimes beaffected at the hearing of a ſud- 
den noiſe in the Night ? his Blood runsþack, 
tis Spirits fink, his Soul melts within him, 


and a Horror paſſes thro' every part of his 
Body. Now, ſuch a Fear as this ſeems ab- 


ſolutely unreaſonable, a Wiſe and 'Gaod 


Man would not fear any Accident -of Life, 
no, nor Death it ſelf, at ſuch a rate ; and 
yet a Wiſe and Good Man cannot ſometimes 
hinder ſuch a Fear from rifing upon a meer 
Bughbear occaſion. Now, how unreaſonable 
ſoever this Fear ſeems to be. jt carries a moſt 
reaſonable Admonition along with it. And 
as the Sentinel, when ſet, has a Word given 
him, whereby to diſtinguiſh his proper Of- 
ficer; ſo GOD, when he ſet this Fear in us, 
ſeemsto have given it his own Word,aWord 
which it whiſpers to 15 upon each of its ſur- 
prizing motions, (viz.) Thus it is that a man 
ought to fear God ; Thus it is that a Man 
eught to fear Gald, becauſe evn as a man fea- 
reth, ſo is bis diſpleaſure : Ev'nas a Man' fea- ' 
reth, when he feareth moſt boundleſly, moſt 
extravagantly, ſo i bis diſpleaſure ; his Diſ- 


pleaſure 
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pleaſure bears proportion to ſuch a Fear as 
this, tho' nothing 1n Nature does ſo beſides 


it. I hus God has made nothing in vain, no, 


not our vaineſt Fears, from whom, if we will 
give our ſelves leiſure to refled, we may 
learn ſo important a Leflon. 

Our deliberate and juſt Fears are as juſt to 
the ſame intimation ; and each of their mo- 
tions point out God to the firſt glance of our 
Reaſoning : For, if 1t be reaſonable to fear 
Want, how much more reaſonable is it to 
fear Him, whoſe Bounty is the Fountain of 
all our Supplies ? If it be reaſonable to fear 
_ Diſappointments, how much more to fear 
Him, whoſe Providence diſpoſes the iflue of 
all we project ? If it be reaſonable to fear 
Diſgrace,how much more to fear Him, whoſe 
eſtimation imports more towards it than that 
of all the World belide ? If it be reaſonable 
to fear Pain, and other Inconveniences of 
Life, how much more to fear Him, whoſe 
Pleaſure determines both all our Eaſe,and all 
our Sutterings? In a word, if it be reaſona- 
ble to fear them that can kill the boy, how much 
more him, who after. he hath killed, can caſt into 
bell ? This thenis the Moral, and this is the. 

SIN C Leſ- 
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Lefſon of all our Fears, Fear God : And if it 
be not Wiſdom to do 1o, it 1s equally no 
Folly to kick againſt the Pricks, to embrace 
a Scorpion, to run under a falling Tower, 
into the mouth of a Lyon, into the bottom- 
leſs Pit. : 

T hus much for the Reaſonableneſs of the 
Duty ; let us, 2dly, confider its Advantages. 

And to give my Thwghts a Track in this 
wide Field; I ſhall confine them to this Par- 


_ ticular, wiz. T hat the Fear of God is the cure of 


all other Fears ; and when 1 have aid this, 1 
have imply'd a mighty Advantage, becauſe 
Fear (when loofe from God) is undoubtedly 
both the greateſt Burden and the greateſt Snare 
that Human Lite 1s acquainted with. I call 
Fear the greateſt Burden of Life, becauſe of 
its natural torturing power ; and I call it the 
greateſt Snare of Life, becauſe of its moral 
corrupting power. Let us reflect a little 
upon them both. 
I. Fear carries with it ſuch a torturing 
wer, that could we but eſtimate the Con- 
ditions of all men together, we ſhould find 
that the World is at all times more miſera- 
ble from what it fears,than from what it feels. 


ay, 
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Nay, Fear is ſuch a Tyrant, that let us feel 
never ſo much, 1t will ftill heap on weight, 
and make that which may be worſe than that 
which is. As the Author of the Book of Wiſ- 
dom tells us concerning the Egyptians, That 
when they lay under their grievous Plague 
of Darkneſs, yet their Fear was more grievous 
than the Darkneſs. 

But, 2. Beſide this torturing power, Fear 
hasin it a corrupting and debauching power, 
whereby its moral Miſchiefs come to be ex- 
ceſive ; for, Fear is'the main Rock u 
which moſt men plit their Faith, their Ho- 
nour, their Integrity ; all are ſacrificed to 
ſome ſort of cowardly compliances,and Men 
| become vitious perhaps leis fromthe love of 

being ſo, than from want of Courage to be 
otherwiſe. And this is a ſufficient Reaſon 

why, Rev. 21. 8. the Fearful are ſet firſt in 
the: Liſt of thoſe that'go toi Perdition,: - - 

So that tho' Fear was given us'0n purpoſe 
to make us wiſe, yet it never effects that pur- 
poſe, till ſach time as1it 1s fixed upon: God, 
and receives Virtue from that ſupreme Ob- 

ect, to govern its motions, in reference to 


all the reſt ; for the fear of God, like a wiſe 
GY Mo- 
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Monarch ſet up in a diſturbed State, com- 
poſes all the Iumults of vulgar Fears, and 
keeping them ſubordinate to it (elf, renders 
them both harmleſs and uſeful to their pro- 
per Ends. 

"Tis a fad miſtaken Projed (tho! yet it be 
a common one) to caſt off the Fear of God 
in order to be free ; for, in ſodoing, Men 
only paſs from one Fear which is without 
Torment, to a multitude that are without 
Relief : AsC ain,when he had departed from 
the Preſence of God, became terrified with 
the preſence of every thing he met. Andtho' 
all men in Cain's caſe are not fo fearful as 
Cain was, yet they make the miſchief equal 
by being more ſtupid than he. 

How galling muſt the Fears about the 
things of this Life needs be to one who car- 
ries no eye to the Bleſſings ofa future ? They 
make the World look like a Shaft thruſt in- 
to a man's Body, which grieves and tortures 
while it ſtays 1n, and when 1t 1s drawn out, 
draws away Life along with it : But he that. 
fears God has a Preſervative againſt the fear . 
of all Worldly Evils; for he tears them not 
before they come, -becauſe he 1s fecure of 

the 
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the Good Providence of God on his fide, and 
when they come, he has wherewithalto «ive 
their blow, becauſe he has aſſurance. of Re- 
compence; at leaſt, if not of Relief. 

But eſpecially, how amazing muſt the fear 
of Death. be to him that. fears not God ? 
Death ! that, like a dark paſſage to a com- 
fortlels Priſon, puts an end toall he would 
have, and a beginning to all he would not. 
I confeſs indeed, that Sin, ev'n while it is 
drawing on ſuch formidable Conſequences as 
theſe, has likewiſe Arts to fence off their 
Afﬀrightment : For, as there # ſometimes an 
Exceſs of Fear, that betrays all the Succours of 
Reaſon, ſo there is ſometimes on the other 
hand ſuch a Hardineſs, and want. of Fear, as 
ſifles all the Aﬀings of Reaſon ::) And hence, 
it. comes to pats, that ſome Men, who areal- 
together careleſs how they live, do yet ſeem 
as indifferent about the Concern-of dying, 
The Scripture gives us the-Emblem of ſuch. 
hardy Spirits, 1n « Horſe ruſhing tothe Battet, 
and an Oz gong to the laughter ; : Creatures, 
that are not frighted with Conſequences, be- 

cauſe they are not. capable of thinking : 


Which may likewiſe ſerve for an intimation 
to 
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to us, That when'z man fears'not God; aid 
at the ſame tinie fears not Death, it is "not 
Courage in him, but Brutality ; 'for, it's 
impoſhble there ſhould be an Guard againſt 
the Fear of Dying, to thoſe who are-reaſo- 
nable, and aware of the Ifſues of Dying, but 
only the Fear of God, which ſecures againſt 
all other Fears: And as to this m particular, 
it makes Death reſemble a Viper, wher' its 
Poyſon is whipt out ; its very form indeed 
brings ſome Horror to our Nature, but Rea- 
ſon tells us in the mean time, T hat it 1s'fo 
far from doing harm, that it "is altogether 
medicinal and reſtorative. '' - > 
. By theway,it is remarkable, how this Paſe 
| f zon of Fear will not ſuffer it ſelf tobe ſlight- 
ed by 'any of the Children of Pride; and there- 
fore'it takes a mocking Revenge upon thoſe 
that ſeem to ſlight it moſt : for we nay ob- 
ſerve, concerning ſuch as fear not GOD, and 
pretend likewiſe not to fear Death, that- yet 
| they extreamly fear-the vain Breath of 'the 
* vaineſt Men, \which they falſly ſet up to be 
the Standard of Honour : This Breath (as 
deſpiſable asit 1s) they fear as much as 'any 
others can fear Death, and- will run them- 
ſelves 
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ſelves into greater Miſchiefs'to eſcape it. 
Whereas, in truth, nothing is honourable 
neither, but only the: Fear of God, and ſuch 
Offices as are conſequentaal to it,if God him- 
ſelf may paſs for the Standard, who ſays; 


" Them that honour me I will honour. And there- 


fore whatſoever is a&ted contrary to this 
Principle,and whatſoever Men dare,'contra- 
ry to the Rules of Piety, 1t can be no other 
than diſhonourable. and weak. 
As for the debauching power of Fear,it is 
deplorable what Multitudes it brings under 
captivity to Sin. The Fear of being laught 
at, of being reproach'd, of being frown” dup- 
on ; the Fear of Contempt, of Hardſhips,of 
Poverty, of Shame, of Death, are each. of 
them Cords that draw Men daily from 'theit 
Integrity.z and tho” they are all of different 
ſtrengths, yet by means of opportunity they 
all equally ferve the Ends of the Tempte ; 
inſomych, that as1matly are debatch'dby the 
Fear of being laugh at, as by the-Fear-of 
beingundone. , fo EY HT 5d 03 
_ 'But the Fear of Got is Armour'sf Proof 


z x 


Mind, and works it to firmneſs, ſuch a firm- 


neſs. 


again} 5 thels Temprations; it fortifiesthe 


neſs as was glorious 1n the three 1/raelites in 
Babylon, who when the Queſtion was put, 
Whether they would worſhip the Image, or 
| be caft into the Furnace, they replied with 
all compoſedneſs, Oh Nebuchadnezzar,we are 
aot ſollicitous to anſwer thee about this matter : 
As much as to ſay, The Queſtion which 
thou, O King, takeſt to be ſo puzling to us, 
by reaſon of its Terror, is not worthy the 
ſhorteſt of our Deliberations ; we can reſolve 
in an inſtant what to do in this caſe, becauſe 
we were reſolved long ago to ſuffer any 
thing rather than God's Difpleaſure. 
 T have. thus far ſhewn the Reaſonableneſs 
and the preſent Advantages of the Fear of 
God,in order to evidence the Wiſdom of it ; 
but I muſt carry the Argument a little far- 
ther.For,altho' allMen did not only dcfire to 
- bewiſe (as certainly they do) but would al- 
low us this Point too, T hat the fear of God is 
wiſdom; yet this would not convince them, 
that they muſt neceſlarily fear God, in order 
to be wiſe, unleſs it appear likewiſe that 
they cannot be wiſe any other way ,: For, as 
when there are ſeveral Meats of ſeveral taſts, 
.one Man's chufing what he likes beſt does 
pi not 
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not.tax'the Diſcretion" of a fk "i ha 
fing of anotherkind ; ſo, ſuppoſing there are 
ſeveral kinds of Wiſdom , ungodly men may 
acquit their Pretences. to Wiſdomz-by:chu- 
fing to. be wiſe after their own Palate, and in 
their own way:-. I ſhall ſhew therefore in 
the next place, T hat no:fuch Choice 1s to 
be had ;; but /that.the Fear of God-is fo eſfen- 
tial |to; ' Wiſdom, that theres nb Wiſdom 
enithoart: it.” $ 
It 1s:the defign of holy Fob, in the Cha: 
pter of 'my; Text, to put'us-mn mind, that 
there: 15.2 might Difference betwixt:ta know 
and to; berwfe : He tells us, That Man fiadeth 
out the weins of fuer, and the ore of gold; and the 
Ms of ſapp {apphares. : That He cutteth ;out-rivers 
zunong the! rocks; [and bis eye i fenuniey -precious 
thing : That He Bindeth oods. from | over- 
fowinggand the thing that Fre are geth: forth 
to:bght.::; But am: all —_— an(fopnbe) 
| ſhall: wiſthar be fi ond 2: ei6:therplace of 


underfiahilang:®: Turwmaores: the prirs = 
of neithar {ev faund inthe land of the living. 
In which: Paſlage ' the: Holy Man intimates, 
that Wiſdomias the pure Gife of God, yand 
that it: cannot be. fakad: by: the moſt; Zurions 
5, D En- 
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Epi ae Nature: And we. 'may1ladd, 
[That neither can it be found by the moſt cu- 
rious Enquiries 1 into Truth it ſelf, whether 
Moral or Divine, tiil-fuch time as Grace ac- 
companies the Enquiry : For,,a Man may 
know all the Offices ant Bounds:of Virtue, 
and all the Precepts and Ends of Religion, 
and'yet not be.wife, becauſe Wiſdom is not 
the Speculation of theſe things,but the Love 
and PraQtice of them. Wiſdom is not only 
Light, but Strength, to the Underftanding, 
whereby it is enabled to ner the:Paſſions, 
and make the Life regular; whereas a bare 
Knowledge leaves the Underftanding as weak 
m Government, and the Life as irregular as 
before.;' and (indeed) ſerves to nothing ſo 
muchys the more inexcuſable conviction of 
Our Folly.” 

In ancient Rome, when the Bales fn was 
come to its height, and Learning and Arts 
were grown-into reputation among them, 
it was the Faſtyon for fuch as aim by at the 
Creditof being Accompliſh'd. Gentlemen,to fre- 
quent Conferences, = entertain the Com- 
pany with Difcourfes of Philoſophy, and all | 
other Specimens of Study and Wit: In can- 

| | ſequence 
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ſequence to this it hapned, that others, who 
had neither Parts nor Induftry toaccompliſh 
themſelves on this manner, and yet were 
ambitious to have a ſhare in every thing that 
made Men look Great ; made it their Pra- 


Etice to buy ſome Learned Slaves out of 


Greece, and to carry thoſe about with them 
into Company, and there whatſoever Wit 
or Learning the Slaves could produce, that 
their Maſters look d upon as their own, and 
took the Glory of it unto themſelves. How 
ridiculous ſoever the affeQation of this Pra- 


Etice may ſeem, it 1s but too juſt an Emblem . 


of the Generality of Mankind, priding them- 
ſelves in the attainment of Mo Wiſdom : 
For, while we pleaſe our ſelves with the 
knowledge of Arts, and Laws, and Policies, 
and Buſineſs, nay, of Virtue and Religion 
too, yet in the mean time our Underftand- 
ing, the Faculty where this Treaſure of 
Knowledge lyes, 1s very often no other than 
a Slave, held in ſervitude to our Luſts and 
Paſhons : T heſe rule and command, like the 


Roman Gallant, and that only ſerves, like the 
poor Greek, to furniſh Matter for our Vanity; 


inſomuch, that we are not really the wiſer 
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forall-the: Wiſdom we catry about us. And 


thus 1t-muſft: be ; nor can it ever be other- 


wiſe, till ſuch time as the Fear of God preſides 
over what we know, and directs it to the 
Purpoſes of a Holy Life. 

As for the Opinion of the World in this 
preſent matter, which conferrs the Chara- 
&er of Wiſdom upon ſeveral human Endow- 
ments,however found ſeparate from the Fear 
of God ; well may 1t paſs for a Courtehie, 
but its paſſing for a Due we have this Con- 
fideration to hinder, (viz.) That not any of 
thoſe Endowments, no, nor all of them to- 
gether, cari prevent a Man from being a Fool. 

And this 18a Iruth I ſhall chuſe to prove 
by Example, Example being a good Remem- 
brancer, and this being a matter which we 
are not ſo like to doubt of, as to forget. 

I ſhall begin with the Example 'of the 
Rich Man, mentioned St. Luke 1 2. who ac- 
cording to the vulgar Standard, muſt cer- 
tainly paſs for a Wiſe Man ; for, he under- 
ſtood Buſineſs, and Improvements, and Ma- 
nagery, as we may gueſs by the encreafing of 
his Eſtate, and the enlarging of his Barns. 
And another piece of reputed Wiſdom he 
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Was Maſter of too, that. iS, he reſolv'd to en; | 


joy. what he had: And yet how-emphati 
cally is-this man call'd Fool, in his perempto- 
ry Summons from God ? T hou fool! this night 
flat thy ſoul be required of thee ; and then wheſe 
Hhall thoſe things be that thou haſt provided © 
The next I ſhall mention 1s Achitophel, a 
man of ſuch ſagacity and inſight into Aﬀaars, 
that (as the Sacred Story tells us) his Coun- 
ſel upon all occafions was, As if. a man had 
enquired at the oracle of God ; and yet this 
Great Man.for all his mighty Talent of Wiſ- 
( dom, had {ſo little as to make a violent end 


of himſelf upon a ſmall Aﬀeront; and ſo at 


one Act to cut himſelf off both from alt the- 
Enjoyments of this Life, and all the Hopes 
of a Future: Too great a Proof of\being'a 
Fool ! > A 
I ſhall end with the Example of. Solomon, 
whoſe Character for Univerſal Wiſdom -1s 
this ; That there never was the like before him, 
nor ever ſhall be after him.; .and yet ſo ſoon as 
he turned his Back, upon theFear of: God, fee 
whither he ſunk ; Hzs heart clave unto ſtrange 
women ;, he had ſeven bundred wives, and, three 
hundred concubines : and foraſmuch .as. maſt. 
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of them were Idofaters, he comply'd with 
them all;,in worthipping their feveral Idols. 


 Andnow ſay how the weakeſt man in the 


World could have ſhew'd himſelf a greater 
Fool than Solomon did in theſe Extravagan- 
ces. Well might he take it for his Motto, 
as he does in the Book of Ecclefraftes (which 
he 1s ſuppoſed to have written after his Re- 
covery out of this Infatuation) AY is vanity, 
---but the fear of God. 

And tho' perhaps few of thoſe that fear 


not God have Appetites to carry them to the 


Extravagances of Solomon, and fewer to the 
Deſperateneſs of Ach:tophel : yet none of them 
can eſcape the Folly of the firſt Inſtance ; 
that is, to have their Soul ſtript of all its En- 
joyments together, without the proviſion of 
any to ſucceed. 

And therefore we may conclude, That 
whatever commendable things Human Wiſ- 
dom may do by the bye, yet it certaimly 
fails of 1ts main pretence ; that is, of ma- 
king a Man wiſe: For, it is not ſome AQi- 
ons, done with the ſemblange of Diſcretion, 
in matters of ſmaller moment, but the Di- 
ſcretion a man ſhews in actions of chief con- 
ſp cern, 
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- Wks that'mvft give hinbhis CharaGter. In 
what then' muſt” be the: Character of thoſe 


that'always want Diſcretion in the main 21 


; Aiport ſhill feave,the whole matter 
i yt your'Thorghts, under the illuſtration 
his ſenſible Image,(viz.) Human Wiſdom, 
(in the proſpe& of its whole management) 
looks like a man ſhewinigigteat Skill .in the 
choice. of curious Paintings and Hangings, 
and'other Rarities, wherewith-to- furniſh his 
Houſe; -when all the while an Enemy:1s bur- 
ning the Town: For, thus itis that: Human 
Wiſdom Ardvidak noble Furniture for the 
Soul, but never reflets that the Soul it ſelf 
lyes periſhing at the ſame inſtant. Know- 
ledge, and Art, and Reaſoning, and "ach 
rience, and Dexterity, are exc 


ture, and theſe Human Wiſdom brings i in. 
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guinea in on mean time, what need of all this 


I 


hens Man may. be undone leſs 


"WO OY 4 ; 
Vs CBFELES a cs NN . $ N = Ss IH Ws * we - q 
v7 - wx C LERSITS Hf hp: d : 4 es F399 FR : +325 EIS En 3 ARES Ci ORD RS $5 E os LO = "SO 
" x 2 . 4" AS. +3 ERS # IS. 47 1 0 a” I Bn abs : wy 2.3% a ER a 2 8 tt Rds Ki ___ fo WT” 7 cr 
$ ID EIT TOY IWR WEEN IETRY SE En os SERENE cd ; 5 I 
a, o* a» 2 het : % xs p wr 3% ” _— . 
at 
” 6 -f 
D—— 
: 9 Wt 
$*© a 7 
_ 


'W the: wg ” FI _ hen Tre 
therefore we may moſt., confide r- 
__ 'T hat: the; Fear of, God. is. the "only Wiſ- 


19 "This is Wifdorn, nat-in Semblance,but in 
Deed:;| riot Pareel-Wifdom,.,,but. Wiſdom 
entire; nat\Wiſdom'for the Bye, but Wil: 
dom 0 the Main; -ngt {dom | for a Day, 
ot: Wildom for-Ever.-.! cterr x: 6 | iro 
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